
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH518 February 7, 2012 
will have to pay the difference plus a penalty 
of up to 40 percent directly to the federal 
government, according to Mr. Madigan. 

The depressed housing market continues to 
pose a drag on the halting economic recov-
ery. RealtyTrac, which analyzes housing 
data, predicts two million more foreclosures 
over the next two years. Some 11 million 
families owe more on their houses than they 
are worth. 

The settlement, if all states participate, 
will also include $3 billion to lower the rates 
of mortgage holders who are current. Banks 
will get more credit for reducing principal 
owed and helping families keep their homes, 
and less for short sales or taking losses on 
loans that were likely to go bad, like those 
that were severely delinquent. 
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STREETCAR SUMMIT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, 
this week, people from dozens of cities 
around America are gathering for the 
annual Streetcar Summit. 

For the last 25 years, I’ve been work-
ing to reintroduce the modern street-
car to American communities. We 
started with a project in Portland, Or-
egon, over 20 years ago. It was a great 
pleasure for me to see this open in 2001 
and watch how this streetcar invest-
ment anchored revitalization in the 
downtown, led to over $3 billion of pri-
vate and public investment along the 
right-of-way, encouraged over 22 mil-
lion people to ride the streetcar, and 
developed into a signature project for 
our community. 

More recently, when the new admin-
istration was sworn into office, I 
worked with the White House to imple-
ment legislation that I had in the last 
reauthorization that we called ‘‘Small 
Starts,’’ which somehow had stalled. 
Within 4 months, the new administra-
tion was able to help us figure out how 
to move it forward. In October of 2009, 
we were able to sign an agreement with 
the Obama administration and start 
the project. 

I’m pleased to report that this 
project—which has provided over 1,800 
jobs, that is extending a 31⁄3-mile line— 
will be open. In fact, we’ve invited 
President Obama to ride on the first of-
ficial trip. He can ride this year on a 
project that started in the first year of 
his administration, now a completed 
project. As an added bonus, he would be 
able to ride the first American-built 
streetcar in 58 years. 

While it’s manufactured in Portland, 
Oregon—I say with some modest 
pride—it makes a difference for people 
around the country because it’s going 
to be provided to other communities 
like Tucson, Arizona, in the project I 
worked on with our former colleague, 
Gabby Giffords. And subcontracting is 
occurring throughout the upper Mid-
west, where smaller manufacturers are 
helping construct this product made in 
America. 

As a result of the administration’s 
investment of $419 million since Octo-
ber of 2009, we’re watching projects 
take place in 10 cities across America— 
in Detroit, Cincinnati, St. Louis, Salt 
Lake—that are moving forward with 
this vision. Indeed, the people in the 
conference that will be here this week 
represent operating systems that are 
now in Seattle, San Francisco, Gal-
veston, Little Rock, Memphis, New Or-
leans, Lowell, Massachusetts, Kenosha, 
Wisconsin. There are communities all 
across America that have seized this 
vision and are moving forward. They 
are coming together to deal with how 
communities, large and small, can 
seize on this proven technology that 
was, after all, the cornerstone of urban 
development long about 1900. This was 
the technology that was driving Amer-
ican community development. Well, it 
still can drive community develop-
ment, provide tens of thousands of 
jobs, be able to help focus the revital-
ization of, what in some areas, are 
troubled neighborhoods. It’s an oppor-
tunity to bring people together on the 
streetscape, to be able to give a dif-
ferent environment for shopping, recre-
ating, and, frankly, preventing pollu-
tion, congestion—in many cases a trip 
not taken. 

I strongly urge my colleagues, when 
the opportunity arises this week, to 
meet some of the people in the van-
guard of America’s new streetcar ren-
aissance. A simple, commonsense, 
proven technology that’s cost-effec-
tive, that provides an anchor for devel-
opment, giving people an opportunity 
to give another choice to the resi-
dents—empowering them, making their 
neighborhoods more livable, their fam-
ilies safer, healthier, and more eco-
nomically secured. 

This is what this Congress should be 
working on, coming together to take 
projects like this, a constructive Fed-
eral partnership, stretching dollars and 
making a success that we can all be 
proud of. 
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RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 24 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 
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AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. WOMACK) at noon. 
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PRAYER 

Rabbi Jeffrey Astrachan, Temple 
Beth Israel, York, Pennsylvania, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Almighty source of strength, peace 
and compassion, I stand humbly before 

You to ask Your blessing upon those 
who serve our great Nation, to all who 
dedicate themselves to its prosperity 
and security. 

Grant to each Member of this House 
the wisdom and vision to look stead-
fastly toward our future, to labor ear-
nestly for the welfare of all, and to 
consider wholeheartedly the passion 
and sacrifice of those who came before 
us, who helped to preserve and foster 
the noblest ideals for which our Nation 
stands. 

Today, especially, we consider the 
valor of those four Army chaplains 
whose selfless acts of heroism 69 years 
ago not only saved the lives of others, 
but inspire us to serve in our own day 
to continue our partnership in Your 
ever-unfolding acts of creation on 
Earth. 

May the memories of the four chap-
lains and the ideals for which they 
lived ever remain a blessing. 

Amen. 
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THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 
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PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from New York (Mr. TUR-
NER) come forward and lead the House 
in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. TURNER of New York led the 
Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 
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WELCOMING RABBI JEFFREY 
ASTRACHAN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania (Mr. PLATTS) is recognized for 
1 minute. 

There was no objection. 
IN MEMORY OF THE ‘‘FOUR CHAPLAINS’’ 

Mr. PLATTS. Mr. Speaker, I am hon-
ored to host our guest chaplain, Rabbi 
Jeffrey Astrachan, to give today’s 
opening prayer. Rabbi Astrachan is 
here today to help honor the sacrifice 
of the four chaplains who gave their 
lives during the sinking of the troop 
ship Dorchester during World War II. 
This is especially significant because 
one of the four chaplains, Lieutenant 
Alexander D. Goode, was once a rabbi 
with the same congregation in York, 
Pennsylvania, my hometown that 
Rabbi Astrachan now serves. 

Along with the rabbi, I am pleased to 
take this opportunity to recognize the 
courageous sacrifice made 69 years ago 
by the four chaplains. The Dorchester 
was torpedoed off the coast of Green-
land. Only 230 of the over-900 men on 
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